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OMEN OF THE KYODAN ~- five point program for action 


‘The chairmen of the Women's Department in each of the 14 
Pl trict s of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Nihon Kirisuto 
Kyodan), met with the national Women's Department Committee members 
or three days last week, at the National YWCA Building in Tokyo. 
They evaluated their work and planned their program for the coming 


_ thinking of the Kyodan next year (April-March), the first emphasis 
_ in women's work in-the Kyodan will be "Christian trainin of 

en and youth in the home", Following the adage that "the is 
e rules the world”, they are giving a 
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as 2) Bakes the oak h of the Church ree be in the focus of the : 


“reach other homes. 


Se) The Women of the Church have been the most sotak group 

the home mission evangelism program of the Kyodan, 

1 ast yearsthe woien alone have been rals ing about one million 
ee the nine million yen budget for home mission work. 

jally in the Kansai area (Kobe-Osaka) the women have been 

‘fe in this work. Here they have sponsored a program in which 

woman is asked to give ten yen each week for this project. 

goal for the budget in the Kyodan ne next year is ten million 
2th He. Women expecting to continue their share in the 
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. 3). The | we men ae cooperate especially with the pioneer 


‘evangelism projects. 


—  k&) Kitheugh with a few exceptions there has not been a 
‘very close cooperation between the women of the church and the 
women missionaries in their area, during the next year steps 
Sloe be taken to change this. Two women missionaries will be 


appointed to the Central Women's Department Committee wili have 
“one woman missionary on its committee. Througnt this means, 
~ they hope that there will be a more intimate relationship, and 
the women will be able to undergird the work of the missionaries 


pamore- cirectly. 


5) in order to train the women of the church for their job 
fnristian training of children and youth in the home”, there 


Siz district training conferences held durin Renae 
ne six districts will be Hokkaido, Tohoku, Tokyo, Osaka 


THE C'MPUS AND THE CHURCH -"What's the connection?" 


The Japan Christian Education Association (see JCAN 1/15/56 pl) 
is composed of representatives of 5 post-graduate ‘schools, 16 
<Yniversities and colleges, 32 junior colleges, %3 sénior high 
schools, 66 junior high schools, and 11 primary schools, ALL 203 
of these institutions or departments of institutions are dedicated 
to witnessing to Christ through giving the best education possible. 


a pee week week 28 le re resenting 31 institutions of jun Jor 
’ ee eve 
the "Relation os Christian Colleges to the Church". they came to 
’ the conclusion that up until now, the relation had not been as 
Peelose as it should be, - The responsibility, they they said, lay both 
with the “Local churches and With the institutions themselves, 


. 60 the part of the institutions ey felt that the fault lay 
ee with their evangelistic methods. Students should be pointed 

- more directly to some one local church where they can become a 

part of the congregation. A further difficulty is that the number 

Or. Christian members on most faculties in discouragingly small. 

The percentage of those who are giving a vital, dynamic witness 

for ‘Christ in both words and action, is even smaller. Therefore, 

the heart of the malpeee is to train more Christian protcesors for 

WLS task. 


h Further ramification of this problem came in the discussion 


EOL: whether or cot it was good thing to have a church within the 
a ubion ibselr. Although only & out of the 31 institutions 


pees. had such a church, a BGR OnE voice was ese Sar support 


¥ Ears could join with che tiene to make a uni oad 
Berane the rest of the campus. Those who opposec this 
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“method pointed out that this tied the students to the campus on 
Sunday and cut. off their connection with the churches in the 
world at large. Thus, when they graduate from the institution, 
there is a tendancy for them to "graduate" from the church also. 
t is better, they argued, to have the students connected with 
an ongoing church, realistically set within the world at large, 
= and not seginented of f into this. special age group. 


: _ These institutions will continue the study of this question 
— during the rest of this coming year. Next year they will turn 
. question: — "The Christian Colkege and the Culture of 
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During the past year a special study commission of the Japan 
Christian sducation Association has been investigating various 

Se ena for usé in Bible cours cs in christian middle eng high 
Schools. At the prosent, there is no uniform curriculum in use. 
‘Toward this end, seven representative schools have been asked to 
draw up their suggested olans for Bible curriculum by this coming 
‘Marcn. These plans wiil be gathered together, studicd and experi- 
peony es with during t he- coming year. 


ee i It is hoped. Bnet” a unified plan can be developed for wide 
oe by. 1957. 
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2 eee EVANGELISM - refining a key strategy 


pear BOF the past four years the United Church of Christ in Japan 

(Nihon Kirisuto Kyodan, membership approx. 156,000) in cooperation 
with ten boards of missions in North America has been engaged in 

- a ttfive - plan" for pioneer ev neelisia. It has involved an 

— annua udget raised 1m vapan an orth America which next year 
- will reach almost ten million yen. Fittyotive of the ablest young 
x i graduates poe Sedicated toeiy services and thousands 


Last 2 eee (Jan. 17-18) forty- ~two of these young pastors 
met with twenty members of the Cooperative Evangelism Committee 
to evaluate the pioneer evangelism prograi and make recommen= - 
/ dations for the future. 


. Phe Sorerai pancern: is to choose, in cooperation with the 
Socal distirct C.E.C., a place that seems of strategic importance 
- where.a- ote ‘supporting church could be developed in five years. 
' The first year, a young minister is’ sent there and his entire 
_ support as. paid ~ ¥200,000. During this year, he starts evange- 
- listic work in this area, gathering together the neucleus of a 

congregation, The next year his support is reduced to #150 ,» O00 

yy the end of the 2ifth year, bis financial support is 
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eae quick ook at the number of projects started during the 
past four years indi cates that oe ee this work is ee 


: projects projects become 
Year started stopped — inde pendent total 
Bee Oe 19 af 2 16 
i953 kh 1 - Pay 
a 0be 17 | ae =F gh 
1959 ae, aes = DD 


As of last September, the total number of baptisms was 
“405 people. ‘ 


In their evaluations last month , it was felt that it was 


“very difficult for a young minister, usually fresh out of seminary, 


to go into a completely new community and build up a group of 
Christians who within five years could be self-supporting. There 


is reason to doubt that some of the groups that should become self- 


“supporting by the end of next year will be able to do so. The 
conference group recommended three steps which would help in the 
rauture: 


i) Pastors with some experience are far.better equipped to 
do this work, If it is necessary to send graduates right out of 
Seminary, it is highly desirable that they ve given an orien- 
ation cqurse with practical training for this work before being 
sent to their new project. aA handbook containing advice on the 
basis of previous experience would be very helpful for this 
Special kind of evangelism, ee 


a ier Chercn™ 
ich foe Ss responsibi ity for spiritual, » and personal 
"heip. “A pastor and, if possible a missionary, in the area should 
“be assigned to give advice and help to cach young evangelist. 

- 3) Because rent for meeting places is so high, and because 
it is desirable to have a place to run a kindergarten in con- 
nection with the church, it is highly recommended that each 
“project be helped to build a SghuE ch DUL a DET Or’. ald Tincneial 
--support 1s cut o : Fete 
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a BAPTIST CONVENTION ~ reports and future plans. 


: From January 18 to 21 representatives of all the cone .oces 
Pc department s of the Japan Dapeist Convention (membership 
approx. 6,000) met at the Amagi Assembly Grounds to hear reports 

pet: work and activities ang to make’-plans for the coming year. 

Sixty-five people atvended, representing eight departments. 


| Three specific plans for the. coning ycar are: 
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ns A aiek look at the number of projects started during the 
past four years indicates that money for this work is limited. 

nerefore the number of Pig ee: established each year has been 
Be eetie. 


As of. Last Septenber, the 


‘projects projects Beco: 
Year started stopped independent total 
1952 19 aA 2 16 

hae ey gases 14 1 ~ 29 

1954 27 = - L6 

1955 7 = 2 a2 


total number of baptisms was 
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In their evaluations 1 month, it was felt that it was 

Mery diits cuit Dor’.a- young ae ona usually fresh out of seminary, 
“to go into a completely new community and build up a group of 
Christians who within five years could be self-supporting. There 
aS reason to doubt that some of the groups that should become self- 
Supporting by the end of next year will be able to do so. The 
conference group pe eee) three steps which would help in the 
miviuret, 
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PS.) Pastor s with sone rience are far better equipped to 
_do this, work.-: If. 41t is hee tes to send graduates right out of 


“Seminary, it is highly desirable that they be given an_orien- 
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sent to their new proje aA handbook containing advice on the ~ 
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ject have a “mpther church" 


which feels responsibi ity for spiritual, financial, and personal 
help. A pastor and, if possible a arSetonel y; in the area should 
i DS assigned to give advice and help to each young evangelist. 
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3) Because rent for meeting places is-so high, and because 
"atv is desirable to have a place to run a Kindergarten in con- 
— nection With the church, it is highly recommended that each 


project be helved to build a Church building before a Pieneraie 
pie is cut off. 
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JAPAN, BAPTIST CONVENTION - reports and future plans 
From January 18 to 21 representatives of all the coitsittces 


and ‘department s of the Japan Baptist Convention (membership 

_ approx. 6,000) met at. the Amazi Assembly Grounds to hear reports 

of work and acti Vities and to make piuns tor the coming. year. 
Sixty-five people atiended, representing eisht departments. 
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schooi teachers nere from ce 27 - April 9th. 


. Masaunichi shirobe, missionary to Okinawa from the JBC, 
“aie continue his second — year of work phere: supported by che. 


en churches in Japan whe are raising his” annual budget of 
yOOO yen, 7 ‘y 


“in Tobata of northern syushu, the Hinkosh 1a Oo ee 
ght-house") which has been doing evangelistic work among the ~ 
Bnd, will become the center far a church=wide project for Ene 


[ACO NEWS - of prices anid premieres 


The Audio Visual Aids Commission of the National Christian 
ouncil of Japan announces that in order to serve the churches 
ore effectively, it is lowering the service charge on all films 
the Film Library by thirty percent. they are going to do this, 
ervine the Tirst of this month, even if it makes the Film 
Library operate at a loss. 


On Wednesday and Thursday evening, February 1 and 2, two 
remiere showings of the film John wesley were held at the Christian 
=V Center at Aoyama Gakuin in Tokyo. The one of a half hour, 
color, 16 mm. film has now been fitted with a_ sound track in Jspa- 
se 50 that it may be used in primary evangelism as well as the 
urches. Actors from the AVACO Drama Group have actually put the 
ipanese words into the mouth of the actors on the screen, and 
‘appropriate music and sound effects have been added. The voice of 
lohn Wesley was supplied by Kev. Saburo Yasumura. The Japanese : 
moundtrack was recorded by the magnistripe technique. This requires 
Decial projector. “However, 1t nas the advantage of leaving the 
dish optical soundtrack untouched. Hither may be used. 


‘For several month the film will be used in special evangelistic 
irs, after which it will become available throught the Film oi 
rary at a howinal service charge. : 2 


COMING Eves NTIS. 


JORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be observed in oan and 
do ponsored Dye the Worl Day con Prayer Committee 


Eeeriose wilt start on ots Tonga Telenac Lee Queen Salota s 
-her devout subjects in prayer, and continue throughout the day, 
i the globe, closing with the observance on St. Lawrence Island, 
The 1956 service was written by an American Indian woman 

wack Christian Tradnine school, Phoenix, arizona. 


ree years ‘ago bilingual services were started in Japan under 
onsor ship of the World Day of Prayer committee of the 

n Council of Japan and the Tokyo Council of Church 
g fof the ‘Se eur iby Fore ces). 


ese services have spread to areas outsice of Tokyo where 
poneo? eo are located near Security Force chapels 


his will be union services of different denominat:.ons and if 
“possible, be bilingual. 

a vig English programs are Fraiteyis for went y yen-each, the 
 dapane se programs for five yen. Money for these should be in- 
cluded in the order sent .to the Women's Commission, NCC of Japan, 
; ‘Christian Center, 2,4-chome, Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo. 

uary 20 - 24 THE REV. BILLY GRAHAM will preach to various 
pub ic gatherings in Tokyo and Osaka... 

February 20, 7 p.m. Tucker Hall, St. Paul University (Rikkyo 
aigaku) a a special mesting for. mi ssionari es in the Tokyo area; 
Feb. 21 mass rally in:the International Stadium of Tokyo; 
Feb. 23,. 7 pem. Osaka Jyogakuin Auditorium, a special meeting 
for missionaries in the Osaka area;' 

- Feb 24 a mass rally in Osaka. The se meetings are being 
Bpneered i the Say ‘Graham Committee’. 
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wera the hope and desire that as man 7 observances as possi-. 
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